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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application on 10/07/2009. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/07/2009 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 16-23 allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: After a 
thorough search of the prior art and an in-person interview with the applicant and 
inventor, it has been determined that no prior art heart valve exists whose valves either 
a) anticipate a parabolic cross-section where lengths are determined to vary in a 
substantially linear fashion with the height Z, or b) would provide sufficient motivation for 
one skilled in the art at the time of invention to consider such a design, as it goes 
against the art-recognized practice of mimicking the natural heart valve size and shape, 
as is illuminated in the Rule 131 Affidavit filed 04/21/2009. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN STROUD whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3070. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Isabella can be reached on 571-272-4749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jonathan R Stroud/ /William H. Matthews/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3774 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3774 
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